
 

 

Hi there! I’m Benny Bus. 

Join me to find out about 

Manchester’s transport 

history and how people 

get around– hop on! 

Try these activities at home or at school 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Task A 

Investigate further your local area and the type of transport that was used 

in the past: 
 

 Find information and pictures about your area in the past through a 

web search or by asking at your local library 

 Look at pictures of old and new transport in your area – what has 

changed? 

 Find out what transport is available in your local area now – you could 

ask friends, family or teachers, or look online  

 See whether any transport changes are planned for your area soon, 

e.g. a Metrolink extension, more/fewer bus services – what difference 

will this make? Do you agree with the changes?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name: ___________________________________ Date: ___________________________ 
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Task B 

You are a campaigner for better bus services to your area. Create a chart 

listing the arguments for and against improved bus services where you live. 

Who would benefit? What would be the costs? Write a statement or letter 

to your local council arguing your case. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alternative activity: switch roles – you now work for the council. How would 

you argue that bus services need to be more limited?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Use online search tools to plan journeys and buy tickets 

to different destinations: 

 Traveline Northwest allows you to find out bus 

times and routes: www.traveline-northwest.co.uk 

 Journey planning tools allow you to find out ticket times, special 

information etc.: www.tfgm.com 
 

For example, you could plan a journey from the Museum of Transport to 

the Manchester Museum for 1 adult and 2 children.  

 

Here’s how Benny Bus plans the journey:  

 

 

 

1) Using Traveline, I can find out  

details of bus services 

 

 

 

 

 

2) I can also find out about  

travel using the tram 

 
 

 

 

Name: ___________________________________ Date: ___________________________ 

 



 

 

 

 

3) I can use Journey planning  

tools to find out about low  

fares for under 16s 

 

 

 

 

 

4) I can also use Journey 

planning tools to find out  

exact bus timetables  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now you try – plan your own journey, find out about ticket prices, and 

make your way across the city! 

I can either take the First 42 bus to Oxford Road 

(near to the Manchester Museum). The two children, 

both under 16, will pay the concessionary fare, which 

is about half the adult fare. 

 

Or… I can take the tram from Queen’s Road to St. 

Peter’s Square, and walk to the Manchester Museum. 

The two children will still receive the concessionary 

fare. 
 

What has Benny Bus found out? 



 

 

 

Activity 1 

Make a map, by hand or digitally, of where 

you go in your life and how you use transport. 

For example, Benny Bus has been to five 

different places in the last week: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity 2 

Keep a journal of where you go, what transport 

you use, and how you found it. What was your 

most interesting journey? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Put your ideas here: 

To the shops! 

To school! 

To visit Grandma Bus! 

To the doctors! 

To the cinema! 

Name: ___________________________________ Date: ___________________________ 

 



 

 

 

Think about the ways good transport helps your area.  

 

Consider: 

 

 Benefits to workers – is it easy to get to work? (often in the city 

centre) 

 Benefits to school-children – what times of day do school-children 

need public-transport? Is it safe and easy to use? 

 Benefits to different groups of people – retired people, disabled 

people, pregnant women, parents with small children, students. What 

might each group most need from public transport? How could good 

public transport benefit each group?  

 The environment – using public transport is good for the 

environment, as fewer vehicles are on the roads. How does this affect 

local people? 
 

You can also consider the disadvantages. Which things are not so good 

about public transport? Think about possible problems about public 

transport. 
 

Create a mind-map of your ideas on the next page.  

Name: ___________________________________ Date: ___________________________ 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Make your decision – is public transport good or bad? How does it help 

people where you live? What’s your opinion?  

Transport in Your Local Area KS2 – After Your Visit Worksheet D 

Transport in Your Local Area KS2 – After Your Visit Worksheet E 
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Find out how people you know use public transport: 

 Use online survey tools or programs like 

Microsoft Word or Microsoft Excel to create a 

survey, form or poll for your family and friends to take.  

 You could ask how they use public transport to get to school, work, 

or for leisure, and their opinions on different transport options.  

 Evaluate your results using graphs or charts – what have you found 

out? What is the most popular form of transport? What do people 

think about different types of transport?  

 Can you recommend any changes to public transport in your area 

based on what you’ve found out?  
 

Plan your answer in the box below:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name: ___________________________________ Date: ___________________________ 

 


